CHAPTER VI.

THE   HOOLI.

" It happened on a summer's holiday,
That to the greenwood sward he took his way.55

CUMBERLAND.

THE Hindoos celebrate the burning of
the Hooli, at the commencement of the
vernal equinox, which has led, perhaps, to
its comparison with the Hilaria of the
Romans, instituted in honour of the god-
dess Cybele. In the east, this season is
one of unmixed and boundless rejoicing;
all restraint is cast aside, and both sexes
indulge in every description of sportive